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~ Our History

o produce festlvals for the purpose of education, charlty, cuIturaI The Mummers Festival aims to promote the continuance

The Mummers Festival was initially a joint initiative with the Intanglbie Cultural Heritage division
promotion, community engagement and advancement of the public’s and evolution of traditional culture, art and performance by of the Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador and Memorial University’s Folklore
understanding and app_r,eggtron otNewfoundIand and Labrador folk encouraging active participation in mummering activities. Department. The initiative began in'2009.wifl’'the intention of passing along a well-researched

--;.-;tradrtlons related to mummerlng and Chrlstmastrme practlces and towes—~"— “All _events are designed to equip the public. with skills model to a community group who woﬁ)ld_
Sist ~and knowledge about mummering so that they can better = the Festival included 16 free community

: c-and- ~ participate in our Parade day events and, it is hoped, their =~ Mummers Festival community group was e list
forums Iectures workshops, performances and public events. ' own mummering practices over the twelve days of Christmas. the Mummers Festival incorporated as a nonpro €

) anrzrng the Mummers Festival. That year,
{ e month of December. In 2010 a
" entirely by volunteers. In 2011,
_s-tival is-.going into its 12th year.
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toric Sites Association)
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(Hospitality NL)
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Mini Mummers School Touring Program

This program is 10 years strong and aimed at elementary grade students who get to engage in
an interactive demonstration of the many aspects of Newfoundland mummering. The 45 minute
presentation involves question & answer, photo and video components, a hobby horse demonstration,
an interactive disguise component with a teacher, and a mock-mummer guessing game with students.
Th% Mini Mummers School tour reached 11 schools this year in the greater St. John’s area.

Ryan Davis brings a wealth of knowledge and enthusiasm to every presentation as this year’s facilitator.
lF\Pm-r started this program in 2009 and has run it for several years. School staff have written to express
ow “students (and teachers) absolutely loved it!”, telling us that “[students are] still }w\about it”,

" land sharing stories of how students want to go out and try mummering for themselves,



“Ugly Stick “‘Workshops
“Victoria Park Poolhouse
‘November 30 1:00-4:00pm
December 1 1:00-4:00pm

‘Mummer ‘Mask “‘Workshops
A.C. Hunter Public Library
‘December 6 3:30-4:30pm

St. John's Farmers’ ‘Market
December 7  9:00am-4:00pm

“Hobby Horse “Workshop
“Victoria Park Poolhouse
December 9  6:00-9:00pm

‘Mummer ‘Memory ‘Mug “Up
‘Marjorie ‘Mews Public Library
December 12  10:00-11:00am

‘Rig Up
‘The 9.antern
“December 14* 1:00-2:00pm

“Music and Mummering
The Rooms
December 5  2:30-3:30pm

“Box and “Bucket “Workshop
“Victoria Park Poolhouse
“December 8  1:00-4:00pm

Any Mummers Lowed In?
The Rooms
December 11 7:00-8:00pm

“The “Moon Shines “Bright:
“Heart’s “Delight-<Islington
Christmas Carols

The Rooms

December 12  2:30-3:30pm

‘Mummers Parade
The L.antern
December 14* 2:00-2:45pm

Janneys on the “Big Screen
Th

f=s

*If weather is REALLY bad, Parade Day Events will be held on
Sunday, Dec 9. Same time &place.

) 'C&? Lantern Festival

~T o ~ Canada

QCERN CHOICE Carsdian  Pabeimsine
I*l Horliage  carudsen

Paint Nite Fundraisers

The Mummers Festival teamed up this year with Paint Nite to
offer a fundraising event where participants were guided step-
by-step to create a work of mummer art! Instruction, paints,
and canvasses were all provided so that each participant went
home with their own handmade mummer painting. Participants
raved about the event, and it was a great way to raise money
for the festival.

Old Christmas Day Volunteer Party

January 6th is Old Christmas Day and officially the last day
of mummering. This year, however, we celebrated the end of
the Mummers Festival with our fellow volunteers, mummers,
artists, and supporters on Saturday, January 4th. A big
thanks goes out to Mill Street Brew Pub for providing a great
space, a generous beer tab, and delicious finger foods! And
of course we had to finish it off with a parade of mummer
costumes! The best mummer costume and strut won a Purity
Gift box although everyone went home with some kisses in
their pockets!

Janneys on the Big Screen

Rap videos, horror films, and horror parodies were just a few
i of the genres showcased in this curated evening of mummers
b in the media. More than ever mummers are making their
‘. way off the streets and onto the big screen (or a YouTube

channel). Indeed, mummering has found itself in the realm of

popular culture. We screened 5 pieces as well as a trailer for

a new mummering film. Some of the filmmmakers were also
Bl 4 s @ « 02 on hand to answer audience questions about the films




Hobby Horse &
Christmas Bull Workshops

Mummers Festival
L4 L .

meet Chris MasUni Corn, our newest member of the mummer family!

A long-time program of the Mummers Festival, the
Hobby Horse Workshop invited its creepy cousin,
the Christmas Bull, into the stable. Hobby horses
were orginally made of horse skulls but research
shows that they were also made from the skulls of
moose, pigs, and cows. This year we a workshop
in St. John’s. Largely a family affair, parents and
children constructed personalized hobby horses and
then brought them to the Mummers Parade.

Comment H i

Top Comments ™

History of the Hobby Horse Workshops

The Mummers Festival has been running Hobby Horse Workshops since 2009. We turned to archival materials
and conducted interviews to learn more about this tradition. Our template, designed by puppeteers Kathleen
Parewick and Ryan Davis, is modelled after mid-1900s hobby horses located in the Memorial University Folklore
Archives. These horses now turn up at the Mummers Parade and are used during the traditional Christmas-time,
house-visiting tradition of mummering. The Festival has successfully repopulated the province with this nearly-
extinct and most peculiar breed.

Meet Wayne Cave

Wayne Cave has been making and playing ugly sticks for
decades. We met him in 2011 in our search for a expert
tradition-bearer to lead our workshops. Wayne designed
this program and all the ugly sticks made are based on his
specific design. Over 9 years we have helped over 850
participants make their very own ugly stick.

In the final stage, Wayne attaches a boot at the bottom
of the stick and gives everyone a lesson on how to play
the ugliest of percussion instruments. Since we met him,
Wayne has done workshops for other communities and
was featured in Downhome magazine for his skills.
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Ugly Stick Workshops

The ugly stick has played a role in Newfoundland
party times throughout the years. It's about four
feet long, on which bottle caps, tin cans, small bells
and other noisemakers are attached. Add a boot
at the bottom and you’re good to go! It is played
by thumping the stick, and striking its attachments
with a “saw”--a notched stick that really gets
those bottle-caps rattling! By far our most popular
workshop, participants have transformed hundreds
of boots and thousands of bottlecaps into some of
the finest and ugliest of musical instruments.

@ Mummers Festival

Here's Wayne showing us how to play an ugly stick!

Q Your video is popular in Newfoundland and Labrador

Fun Facts!

* We wash about 2000 beer bottle caps for this
workshop

* All these bottle caps come from one local bar
* Evergreen Recycling collects 120 tin cans for us

*Participants have made over 800 ugly sticks
in 9 years



_ disguise on
people can sor!
their best mumme

/ e were given donations by the Salvation
ore and Choices For Youth’s Neighbourhood
We love the community support!
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./ The drumline’ sﬁtc“? ==
lerns or cadences Each

cadence is a unique piece of mt
several different styles of music i

range in age from 13to 19 yeaisc‘ltd éhd sonﬁe have been playlng
with the group for over 9 years." '
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traditional drama, the art of d.isg uise,
mask-making, costuming, folk theatre,
music, singing and recitation, jokes and pranks, A5
instrument crafting, storytelling, i <
dance, puppetry and performance ﬁ:-'_' ’Té
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- Oy V. - Mummering is an artful tradition. As a type of theatre, it involves both performance and cra ..Mu’?‘nmenng is the art
F IS gt = . of disguise, the art of costuming, and a form of traditional drama. It includes the' mask-making; music, singing,
Sasng 9

o

L. -,.- storytelling and recitation; ce, jokes, pranks, and puppetry as both craft anc “" \ .
- - - . . : it ; iz Ay .3
o P . A The primary goal of the mmers Festival is to promote the continuance and e’Vquﬁon- of traditional arts and
TLA . performance. Our hope is that informal, community-based folk drama and associated material arts will flourish both

=

A U & “"“""‘r -~ during the festival and aftefWard as a living, 300 year old house-visiting tradition in Newfoundland and Labrador.
ﬁ - e L e -l - \v, :
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NEWS  TepSteries  Letal  TheMational  Opinlon  Wedd  Canads  Polithes  bndigenous
Nifid. & Labradar

Doilies, beer cases and Nan's bras disguise
mummers at 5t. John's parade

f ¥ % in
IneNaUGAN  Upimion  Wena  Lanaga  redncs  indigenaus

Nfid. & Labrador The Christrmas tradition kves on 23 residents plaster sehoes in lage and underwear

CBC Nipw - Pamed Dot 585, 2414 601 PRANT | L Begemner 6,918

The dark side of mummering: What yo11 may not

Mummers made quite the racket this year SRS heiord adition

and the media noticed. We were featured in LA
international, national, and local publications. P TSR R

CBC ICI Terre-Neuve et
(] TRE Tad v wath TRE SR ASSE 30 ISL oA JaAhlalan  busiged Ats £3ch sthes
ch I lfe y over their matching gy stk and erupted in Bughter when they realized they had moee in
| h i w Uity Uil (OB S,

“What ace the chances?™ Skanes chustkied from behind 2 dody and glowing sunglnses.
Nw News " rrsbaen, S 3 Paenie ifwdate Fight™™ Liys Shore Mils, e of the rembiors of Geng Mind

Productions, a St john's colective that releases one short hormos fdm monthly

°
The obe and Mai e
The grimmer implications of a group of masked peopie showing up at your horme, in the dark,
I M rpined Gurind Minefy soeart The Mumemsring:

1 3 Itwas Skehans’ ingugural parade. After 35 years in the miltary, she’s finally retired and able to
VOCM Lunch Bunch o\ B

in

Bev Skehand came out to Satunday’s ancual Mumimers Parade in S8 Joha's £o make new friends,
Bt she meves smageed She'd miet anather Bee Skanes.

35 comments ()

“Asvy rragmmeniees owed T

For mant Newfoundiandens ans Labracknns. thot's  frsendly qutstson. Mantee youve hean

from hatday

8 Sgoiton. ¥ ot you probablyh
Christenas song. But what o the question provaked teer

g your house in masks, That's lie Holywood

I3 rhisical eveciumntey s Bt S se thart fused thet festinities, saad cugaaber Ry Daris

A Tale o T it b

& Lkn's, Hadie

Festive Newfoundlanders
gomummering, and Nova Scotians
g0 Bebnickeling. Get the
lowdown on twoage-old traditions

Murmméring's daric side it not new. The holiday tradtion’s hazory i one of Feutive oelebeation =
but al5o of SpiCon, Cremes Caeried out Bnder the (ovr of wanter daricness, 20d even murder.

The histary of mummering

Nobody it Guite e when mummsring — cHled MUmMIng of [anneying in 16me Sress —
began o New!ounland and Labrades

These i documentaton of the practice dating Bad
director of programeming and publc engagement a2

h gacty: 16005, thaugh, says Lanry Dobey,
That st in G2 o'

SLOUL BRNING COMITHINY LOREUNER. IS SE0UR SOCLM BOnGng. ' JE0UR LaKng Time Ut of
r Gy B0 CONNECE with peaple in your nesthbourhond,” Divis said amid hundreds. damouing
CotumES ot the pre-paradi rg-up in Bishop Abraham Elementary’s gym.

Donated dothes, matis and pliows for traditional bum-stuffing wene Laid out for the taiing

“There's a bit of magx that happens.... On this ane day everyone bs past a maggoty odd mummer,
andiwe can 8 come wgether #nd have a grea ime.” Dais said

"TIS THE SEASON
ST. JOHN'S HALIFAX

In Newloundiand. it's beginning 10 100k a lot r <1 When it comes to sharing Christmas treats. oy bt ik e s Wbt s R ® Dy 55 mpd s U
heCmwwmehmnioniose | ouedmed | mesiiow St god e o mph ot i
6 Do Gesguased N gt Costames, Googly A TN, e ROmperatures, Betsnickelng around the i ki
glassos and matks. Chances s thay're From Bev, B e ¥ 4 theie - Thy -
PSCipasing N the Cirmuries-0id Custom of Dec. 15, 5L Joba's pliys introduced by German immigranss in the Murrenering traditionaly nus from the Fean h Day
mummeing, which orignated in England ot foke anmi 17505, sees folks donning Santa costumes o Jan. 6. I the b5 Ao variation of the tradition, people hade their kentties by daguising
ot Mumemers Festhval snd

and ineland in the Middle Ages. Outiamed in Pacade, The Bekalchats 10 visit Sheir nesghtours, fanghng chaina Hites s BOCHES M0 OO T SOE60N A0 BERIVAOUr WIS VLS NEERDGUrS oMmes.
Mewdourdland for much of the 20th century, ] oy and bels. Reveliers challenge ondookers 1o
s 10 rowness, thir now family-friendly aze for-clsd, rather guess the identity of sach Botsnickel. Get it

PUSPY g, A PG, 30 YO B DF FEWST00 Wit & phece Of

Vet they giveleals.  Chstmas cakn snd & bt dank — proforsbly

a toddy — b0 wash i down.

& themam ) 5. Loho's

ooty seems to peesanty
misied 3 parade since s firs

Mumimeers Parae spint more than Bobby Bessey. who hasmt
WO P YRS IO

Tk o el freem L, e Mauseaens, i go taire o Midresneilund with bar

Chresimas Lreeshermed outte

Bessty has brought Michael Pinkien gince he was just  baky — this year, he's o encugh to
3t bt o iy S10B, 3 v dfioched Rt 16 A 1appar LI Buoms

et by Arrick Wikor and 3w by Ban Woodger
"

Hll), & Labradsr

Ugly stick workshop helps outfit next generation of

mummers
f ¥ & in

Kearly 20 ughy $ticks rmade Jt event, mostly by young families

B Botwrs - Poted. 528 P NT | LR Upelatind Dteemiser 3

RS2 Kitchen party, Bt there ware pienty of ughy 1cks in Portugal Cove-51. Phisg's on
Thursday

The town, in partnership with the annual Mummers Fest
usled thitir vt 31kt o e holadns,

val, held aworkshop to help peaple

& I stuffed ey bute 56 can shake it Mummers danes in the 1treets of St joha's

* What's a hobly horse? Mummers Festhvial hopes to Bring back oid
traditien

KON LANAS, XOCIANE GECIOF O T MUsTMANS FESIAVGL WaS 0N NanG 10 N 48 38 Ine
workshop, nd s whil not a B¢ i known about the history of the ughy stk 75 a great
LU B0 (PUMATS.

WL 1o Ko, AL 3% slrumient EhaT's Madie with whatewts you huve around, which i
very fitting fos mumentring.” he s

Al you reed to make a stick of your o, Duvis 1, is 2 broomstick o a srong Branch and
something 1o 0 the Bottoem ol 1 SICK, wting 3 S00ew 300 3 wathey.

“Usuially it's 2 boot o a sneaker o something that's not going to bang upthe kitchen ficor too
Bl b e

Finplly, it 515 £ 8 107, 314 YOu'VE £t AN UZly S0 The wholk thing & SUruCwith 3 560ond
stick, which Davis calis 3 "

“The secand stick has goo
makors  Fede s0und with a8

b Fectichees iR I £0 YOU CN PR it 2N the main 3t

AR
e ot Cagrs 1t are attached as wel for that rage :

Andd the more botte Caps the better

"it's definitely a peroussion imirument, aed people can play the ugly stic 5o wel because you've
258 kit iy rab L b i s i, Sttt e Thist it st whars yeus bt ha e

sod Dt

Aend then of course when you S the oot on the foor, that's 2 dlfentat sound 3

35 eambing d, you can really maks vory mtereating ssunds "

Hialersand josie Pretty attended with their dad, Michael fosie, &, s it wasnit her idea to goto
the woekshop, but she wars having 3 £ood e,

"D st gt ot inses this. bt | ke 2

Raichael said the girts sach used one of thair grandlathar's b9t 15 make thair ugly stk

“Foe parsed bcfor they were b gl thy v o eseseim v
wing hit boot.” he waid

e st ared meie

=56 I thiiking Ie's seiing dowm from heanen tonight Rooking a us doing this."
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Day6

with Brent Bambury

Hold on to your pillow-stuffed arse: It's
mummeri ng season

f v  in &@

ADay  guich 1o the weird and wondierlul tradision of mummering

A5 £3maans Prodeably ki mamamening 34 3 13E000 wdue, & this Shuntey. 1
Newfoundtand and Labrador, and als0 parts of Nova Scotia. But at keast one city south of the
border has 3 similary 0dd and somewhat Hightening custom

Phlacielghis's Bettory of Mmemmernng came to Dy 65 atenton whin we did 3 5iory 2Bt the

owa Sootla radition of
nded

Mummering also popped up in Bovernber alfter the long forpett
“Delirichelng” appeared in 3 Urivel magasne — and it lca!

= Newa Sgotia Belsnicketing is real — and here's 3 photo to prave it

« Heorror i Twilling

St 1 1 B GRS ST e Tt ' LAk s Sty £ Moot 4o
¥our burming questions about the unique tradeon — both in Canada and beyond

What exactly is mummering?
We've g o Isked
Mhomrmaring i 3 radninn i Mawbendipnd and Labrador whavs, evar tha 12 diys of Cheatmes,

you wisit the homes of your friends and neighbeours, and Ehey try to puess wha you are. s kind
S Hiop 3 BOUSE LI W COSTURES IFVONED,

“Typscally, you maowt 60 1o anather howse nd another house in ancther house.” S0 Ryan Dirks,
the huead of the S1. obas Mummers Parace,

“That would entad a Sull night of mumimering

D, mmumemers partalke in bations.

What does one wear on a night of mummering?
Jot bt ammything yvou can find.

“I's typically a patchar: of random clothing or obiects that you would find around the house.”
Dt s

First 0, yous should change the shaoe of your by,

Lamp shades. and ourtaing ane Cemmon Jtine on 3 night of mummening, Your loe, obwisusly,
st be covered

Uncerparmetrts — beas dnd kanichotrs — worn over chothing is fairky typical, and crass-deessing i
Al Eomanin.

And what about these mummers in Philadelphia?

The mruagor diference i that they comse cut on New Year's Eve

R e Ry P LA T L B i T
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Marilyn Coish - 21:42 Hello from Newfie in England..will be VT — et
back next summer : Linda Sullivan - 14:02 Hello from Washington state, me
- \‘# .. mother was a Newfoundlander from Cape Broyle

%plk Sheila Savory - 50:00 Hi from fort mcmurray B Cathy Ferg  1:11:51 Great fun! Watching from Saskatchewan,

; grew up around da corner on Pennywell Rd.

o
SR CEan

: [ﬁj Jenn Welshman - 7:57 Nice to see the Fortune Mummers!!!
v Hello from Marystown on the Burin Peninsula

‘ﬁl Jennifer Walsh - 13:37 Hi from Alberta !! O

O -
==t Ed Harris - 39:00 Auckland New Zealand O v
Iy .- _— >

0 Doris Randell - 10:39 Merry Christmas from British Columbia.

. 6 Sandra Moore - 2:04 Hello from Wasaga Beach Ontario

@ Eric Wakeham - 12:47 Hi from New York , USA |

Sabrina Kranenburg - 39:18 Watching from Dartmouth, NS.
Looking forward to coming home soon!

R

ryua )

Darrell Dye - 22:19 Hello from Kelowna BC! Wish | was there, am
in spirit and | guess live in Facebook. Merry Mummer Christmas
to all my friends there. Love to you all this holiday season.

B 3 y ._ i : :-\-\ i ?.'j "-_ +3 5 I
o f ‘} E " y : ' i | .-\
- : . il ' - }\

< PSRN \ 3 o 1 3 b il i | e Mummers Festival, our Facebook Live broadcast reached over 10,000
N _ - . ' S A » users. Fora d year, the talented Elling Lien took to the streets in a very peculiar costume and
Maude White - 41:07 Hi from Da Birds eye Restaurant in St g TE 7 FUAAN . walked the entire Mummers Parade from start to finish, engaging with his fellow mummers along the
Bride’s NL | = 7 777" way. People tuned in from all over the world to watch the mummers strut their stuff. In this live stream
[ : F . we get to see people rigging up in disguises, we hear families talk about their favorite annual tradition,

and there’s even an interview with an old grandma mummer who loves Harley Davidsons!




5663 Frollowers
2803 Followers

1465 Followers

Mummers Festival added an event.
.i ; November 5, 2018 - @
The Mummers Festival is celebrating its 10 year anniversary this year.
Join us for a retrospective. We'll look back at how and why the Festival
was conceived and take you on a virtual tour of stories and
programming highlights over the years.

+ Going v

Hot mummer tips for tomorrow's 10th Annual Mummers Parade!

Mummers Festival is at Quidi Vidi Brewing Co.
Published by RyRy ember 2, 2018 - 5t. John's - Q&

Cheers to Quidi Vidi Brewing Co. far supporting the Mummers Festival
once again! QV's Mummer's Brew Amber Ale is out in stores today. We
dies for a drop!

~2- Mummers Festival shared a post.

'qﬁi Publis

Whatta time we had making mummer art! Luc
Mummers Paint Nite this coming Monday. Info and tickets here:
ww.paintnite.com/.../nl-christmas-tradition-at-glend...

2 Mummers Festival shared an event.
qﬁ Pub

Saddle up and head over to aur first event for the 10th Annual Mummers
Festival tomorrow! At this free workshop you will take a piece of lifeless
cardboard and turn it into a snapping beast!

SAT, NO
Hobby Horse Workshop
Victoria Park Poolhouse (the only building in...

+ Interested «

Mummers Festival shared an event.

Published by RyRy Davis [2]- December 17, 2018 - &
Mummer horror films, rap videos and more! From house visits to
YouTube, mummering has moved its way to the big screen. Presenting
an evening of mummers in the media. This event is FREE!

FRI, DEC (
Janneys On The Big Screen

* ste
The Rooms * St. John's tniteresbe)

- Mummers Festival shared a post.
q; Pub mber 15, 2018 + @
Thanks Refugee and Immigrant Advisory Council Inc. (RIAC) and Radio

RIAC for inviting Mummers Festival to speak about mummering in NL.
Hope to see you at some of our events!

to introduce new commmunity members to Newfoundland and Labradorian culture SRS

>

048 £ M . )

Radio RIAC
November 10,

1l Like Page

Mummers Festival was live.
Publ by RyRy Davis (2] Nove

- Mummers Festival shared an event.
.-1; Published by RyRy is [?]+ December 1, 2018 - &
Make a mask today at 1pm. Get your rig ready for the Mummers Parade
next week!

SAT, DEC 1, 2018
Box and Bucket Mask Workshop

The Boys and Girls Clubs of St. John's - St. John's AT

2 Mummers Festival
1; Published by RyRy Davi - Decembe [ORY5. ]
Check out the mummer artwork on the cover of this manth's Downhome
Magazine! Sending a big shoutout to Downhome for sponsoring the
Mummers Festival once again! #localnl #newfoundlandlabrador
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e lw Amers I-'estlva[ could not exist without the
nerous %upport of a prouq‘ local community. A big thanks
goes out to supporters who unite with usio help keep our time
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SHOPPING CENTRE

MW‘EQA -ﬁyaﬂﬂ - www.thevillageshoppingcentra.ca - ‘;-"-.m.g:,;,; ; f P 't‘z: \ I ['ﬂdor O(‘EHHL HU!CE

c i . AT ' i
ﬁw tﬁmlffﬁl"a' S monial Y,
b ' UNIVERSI‘I’Y

h Io) ) Abraham Elerhentary, Boys and Girls Club, Royal ,
J hn Ambulance, Justin Hawco, Tara Fleming &\

o
A Canadién Patrimoine lﬂ-l\ N
I* Heritage  canadien Can 4

+G J Shortall, Buckmaster’s Circle Community Centre,
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